The Lamb Umbrellas for Peace


Sometimes the seeds of hope are sown in tragedy.  This was the case with the Lamb Umbrellas for Peace, a remarkable youth program that has uplifted and inspired nearly 600,000 children in 17 countries.  In the aftermath of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001, the United States Congress called upon renowned painter Matt Lamb to lead a series of art therapy workshops for children who had lost one or both parents in the attacks.  Lamb and the children painted pictures and words on the inside and outside of umbrellas, the inside representing fear and loss, the outside symbolizing hopes and dreams.  “I love you, Dad,” one of the umbrellas read.  Another said:  “Lost for now—love forever.”  And another:  “Hoping = Healing.”  At the end of the sessions, Lamb led the children in a jubilant parade around the Capitol Building.  “We laughed, we cried, we sang and hollered,” he recalls, “but most of all we realized our buildings may have been destroyed, our loved ones may have been killed, but our spirits are still strong.”
The workshops proved so cathartic, and the symbolism of the umbrella so powerful, that other nonprofit organizations enlisted the artist to adapt the program for youth groups around the world.  Children and young adults facing the challenges of poverty, gangs, drug abuse, and teen pregnancy have added their umbrellas to an international community whose members, as Lamb states, “are rising from the ruins and becoming victors, not victims.”  In recent years, the workshops have stressed the idea of tolerance and understanding as a conduit for world peace—with the umbrella as a symbol of protection, inclusivity, and a generosity of spirit that does not discriminate against anyone.  Under the banner of the Lamb Umbrellas for Peace, thousands of kids have carried their vibrantly painted umbrellas through the Brandenburg Gate in Berlin, the Richard J. Daley Plaza in Chicago, the headquarters of the European Union in Strasbourg, and London’s famed Trafalgar Square.  Subsequent locations have included Barcelona, Munich, Cologne, Dublin, Buenos Aires, San Diego, Dallas, Napa Valley—the list goes on and on...
To continue spreading our message of hope, resiliency, and understanding, the Lamb Umbrellas for Peace now operates as a nonprofit headed by Lamb’s daughter, the artist and entrepreneur Sheila Lamb-Gabler, who is President and CEO; and noted businessman David Sabin, who is Chairman of the Board.  Lamb-Gabler and Sabin report to an international Board of Directors, which oversees the scheduling, planning, and execution of these extraordinary and often poignant events.  Matt Lamb Studios donates a portion of sales from each painting to helping sustain the Umbrellas for Peace.  However, the lion’s share of operating costs are supported by the generosity of private donors, corporate gifting, and grants from institutions such as actor Paul Newman’s charitable foundation, Newman’s Own, which helped facilitate the Chicago leg of the Umbrellas for Peace.  We need your help to continue building a legacy of peace, one child at a time.  “It’s the young people who are going to change the world,” Matt Lamb maintains.  “Imagine a thousand kids marching through the streets for peace, holding umbrellas in their hands instead of rifles!  Each of those children, in his or her own way, is planting a ‘garden of peace’ in their own lives—which then influences other people to till their own gardens of peace, and so on—until one day, millions and billions more people are coming together not to kill one another, but to love one another.  Is that a pipe dream?  Maybe.  Can it be done?  I absolutely believe it can and must be done if the human species is going to survive.”
To learn how you can support the Lamb Umbrellas for Peace, visit www.the-lamb-umbrellas-for-peace.org or email Sheila Lamb-Gabler at sheilagabler@mattlamb.org.
