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International Artist Matt Lamb

Brings Lamb Umbrellas for Peace to Napa Valley

Children’s Program Promotes International Peace Initiative

February 7, 2008, St. Helena, CA – World famous maverick painter, Matt Lamb, will bring the Lamb Umbrellas for Peace initiative to St. Helena April 1-25. The Napa Valley portion of this world’s largest art project will benefit the schools of St. Helena.

Started as a project to offer solace, aid and understanding to children who lost family members in the September 11 catastrophe, the Lamb Umbrellas for Peace initiative has grown into a worldwide peace movement. Since that initial event, Lamb Umbrellas for Peace has been celebrated in 16 countries with over 60 events, has touched millions of people and has been recognized by the European Parliament and the European Commission. 

The first week of April, Lamb Umbrellas for Peace will provide each child in the St. Helena middle, elementary and primary schools with his or her own umbrella and painting materials. The children will then be encouraged to create their own personal representation of peace in the world on the umbrella. In advance of the actual painting, volunteer instructors and mentors from St. Helena High school will complete a workshop to learn how to encourage and motivate the kids to work with one another on their projects and participate in peace-focused discussions. At the completion of the painting, the children will present their work to the community with a parade and display of the umbrellas on April 25. 

In October of 2007, 20,000 children from 600 schools in Berlin participated in Lamb Umbrellas for Peace and 5,000 turned out for the parade that concluded at the Reichstag. 

Lamb says, “The umbrella is a metaphor for protection - it does not discriminate, and all people – regardless of race, age, gender or country - are safe under its cover. The top of the umbrella is the shelter and represents our hopes, dreams and aspirations. The underside of the umbrella represents our concerns and fears, that which is often closest to us. I am very grateful that my art can be a vehicle to support this effort to promote world peace.”

 Matt Lamb will also donate a $50,000 artwork to the St. Helena school system’s Just Imagine fundraiser to be held April 12 and the evening event will feature the 900 painted umbrellas as a part of the event decor. 

St. Helena Schools Superintendent Allan Gordon said, “When we were approached by Lamb Umbrellas for Peace, it seemed like such a natural match to our International Baccalaureate program.  The purpose of IB is to develop inquiring, knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect. These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right. We’re thrilled that Lamb reached out to us.”
Founder Matt Lamb is a world famous artist who has shown his art alongside the works of Picasso, Miro and Dali. He has been invited by the Picasso Foundation and the Miro Foundation to show at the Centre Picasso and Centre Miro in Horta and Mont-Roig, Spain, and has been shown with the work of Dali in Barcelona. Lamb is found in museums throughout the world in eight different countries and in nearly 700 collections in over 22 countries, from the Sorbonne in France, to the House of Lords in the UK, to the Vatican, and in the US Treasury Building.

For his peace efforts, Lamb has received the French Civic Star, originally established by Napoleon for “Heroic Efforts to the French People” and rarely awarded to non-citizens, and was the first American to receive the Royal Gold Medal for the Arts from Spain. He will receive the European Peace Award in Barcelona in March of this year from the European Union.

Lamb’s mantra is peace, hope and love and the Lamb Umbrellas for Peace Foundation is set up to fund these values, giving 100% of its resources to that purpose. 

The artist will be in the Napa Valley for the parade of umbrellas on April 25 and will host a series of events April 25-27 to promote the Foundation and his peace initiative.

Lamb host, David Sabin of Sabina Vineyards in St. Helena, said, “We are very honored to have Matt bring his vision of peace to the Napa Valley and look forward to helping sustain and promote his work so that the Lamb Umbrellas for Peace Foundation can continue to do its very important work.”

For more information on Matt Lamb and the work of Lamb Umbrellas for Peace, please visit the website at http://www.mattlamb.com/umbrellas_for_peace.html and http://www.mattlamb.com. 

